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ABSTRACT. Two new species, Oedothorax un- 
ciger sp.n. and O. sohra sp.n., are described from the 
state of Meghalaya, eastern India. O. unciger sp.n. 
differs well from other congeners by the presence of 
characteristic, hook-shaped outgrowth on the convec- 
tor. O. sohra sp.n. seems to be especially similar to O. 
myanmar Tanasevitch, 2017, but is distinguished by a 
thinner dorsal tibial process of the palp, as well as by 
both the distal suprategular apophysis and the distal 
apophysis of the convector being longer. 
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PE3IOME. J[ga Hopsrx Buna, Oedothorax unciger 
sp.n. u O. sohra sp.n., omMcaHbl 43 wtata Merxasiaa 
(Bocroynas Mama). O. unciger sp.n. xoponio otinga- 
eTca OT ApPYTHAX lpescTaBuTeei poga HaIMYHeM CIC- 
uypuyeckoro KPIOUKOBHAHOTO OTPOCTKa Ha KOHBeK- 
Tope. O. sohra sp.n. 61430K K O. myanmar Tanasevitch, 
2017, Ho otmyaerca Ooee TOHKHM JOpCasIbHbIM BBI- 
POCTOM TOJICHH MAJIbIIbI H OoNee WIMHHBIMM J{MCTaJIb- 
HbIM CylIpaTeryJIAPHbIM OTPOCTKOM H JHCTaJIbHbIM OT- 
POCTKOM KOHBEKTOPA. 


Introduction 


At present, the spider fauna of India is known to 
contain 14 species of Oedothorax Bertkau, in Förster 
et Bertkau, 1883. Six of them are from the Himalaya, 
likely Palaearctic, encountered at 1200-2600 m a.s.l. 
The remaining eight Oedothorax have been described 
from uplands within the Oriental part of the country, at 
900-2150 m a.s.l. [Thaler, 1987; Tanasevitch 2015, 
2016, 2017]. Another two new species of Oedothorax, 
taken by Konstantin Tomkovich (Moscow) from the 
highlands of Meghalaya, within the Oriental part of 


India, have been located in the collection of the Zoo- 
logical Museum of the Moscow State University, Mos- 
cow, Russia (ZMMU). Their descriptions are the sub- 
ject of the present paper. 


Material and methods 


This paper is based on the spider material kept in the 
ZMMU. All specimens are preserved in 70% ethanol and 
have been studied using a MBS-9 stereo microscope. A 
Levenhuk C-800 digital camera was applied for taking some 
pictures. The sequence of leg segment measurements is as 
follows: femur + patella + tibia + metatarsus + tarsus. All 
measurements are given in millimeters. The chaetotaxy is 
given in a formula, e.g., 2.2.1.1, which refers to the number 
of dorsal spines on tibiae I-IV. Scale bars in the figures 
correspond to 0.1 mm unless indicated otherwise. Figure 
numbers are given above the scale lines, the alternative 
distance below. The terminology of copulatory organs main- 
ly follows that of Merrett [1963], Hormiga [2000] and Ta- 
nasevitch [1998, 2015]. 

The following abbreviations are used in the text and 
figures: a.s.l. — above sea level, D — duct, DAC — distal 
apophysis of convector, DSA — distal suprategular apophy- 
sis, E — embolus, H — hook, LEC — lateral extension of 
convector, LT — lateral tooth of DSA, MBC — main body 
of convector, Mt — metatarsus, P — paracymbium, Pr — 
protegulum, Ti — tibia, TmI — position of trichobothrium 
on metatarsus I. 


Descriptions 


Oedothorax unciger sp.n. 
Figs 1-3, 7-12. 


HOLOTYPE © (ZMMU), INDIA, Meghalaya, Sohra, plateau, 
1320 m a.s.l., 14-26.XII.2013, leg. K.P. Tomkovich. 

PARATYPE. 1 ©’ (ZMMU), together with holotype. 

NAME. The specific epithet is a noun in apposition, 
meaning “bearing a hook”, referring to the presence of a 
characteristic hook on the convector of the male palp. 
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Figs 1-6. Pictures of Oedothorax unciger sp.n. (1-3), © holotype, and O. sohra sp.n. (4—6), S holotype. 1 — prosoma, anterolateral 
view; 2, 5 — prosoma, dorsal and lateral views, respectively; 3, 6 — abdomen, dorsal view; 4 — habitus, lateral view. 

Puc. 1-6. Mororpabuu Oedothorax unciger sp.n. (1-3), ronorun © u O. sohra sp.n. (4-6), ronorun ©’. 1 — ronosorpyyb, BHA 
cnepeau H cOoxy; 2, 5 — ronoBorpydb, BU CBepxy H COoKy, COOTBeTCTBeHHO; 3, 6 — OpronIko, Buy cBepxy; 4 — BHEIMHHĂ Bu CÕOKY. 


DESCRIPTION. Male (holotype). Total length 1.70. 
Carapace unmodified, 0.75 long, 0.65 wide, pale brown to 
yellow, with a wide, grey margin. Head part of carapace not 
elevated, ocular area with numerous, short, slightly curved 
spines, as shown in Figs 1—2. Chelicerae 0.28 long, unmod- 
ified, a mastidion absent. Legs yellow. Leg I, 3.48 long 
(1.00 + 0.20 + 0.85 + 0.85 + 0.58), IV, 3.19 long (0.90 + 
0.18 + 0.80 + 0.83 + 0.48). Chaetotaxy: 2.2.1.1, spines 2—3x 


as long as diameter of corresponding leg segment. Each 
metatarsus with a trichobothrium. TmI 0.78. Palp (Figs 7- 
12): Length of patella subequal to tibia. Tibia slightly elon- 
gated dorsally, faintly bifid apically. Distal part of paracym- 
bium bearing numerous, somewhat curved spines. Protegu- 
lum well-developed. Distal suprategular apophysis short, 
spoon-shaped. Embolus very small, bent near middle. Con- 
vector large, its distal apophysis relatively short, pointed. 
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7-8, 10-11 


Figs 7-12. Details of male palpal structure of Oedothorax unciger sp.n., paratype. 7-8 — right palp, retro- and ventro-prolateral 
views, respectively; 9 — palpal tibia, dorsal view; 10 — palpal tibia and patella retrolateral view; 11 — distal suprategular apophysis; 12 — 


embolic division. 


Puc. 7-12. [erann crpoenua nmanpmbt camua Oedothorax unciger sp.n., paratype. 7-8 — mpasas manba, perpo- M BeHTpo- 
TIposlaTepasIbHO, COOTBETCTBCHHO; 9 — TOJICHb MasIbIibl, BH cBepxy; 10 — roweHb MaJIbIbI H KOJICHO, MpomatepambHo; || — quctanbpHbtii 


cylpateryiapHbIt OTpOCTOK; 12 — 3mOosrocHbIi OTEN. 


Lateral extention of convector large, a flat and wide apophy- 
sis. Abdomen in poor condition, 0.80 long, 0.60 wide, dor- 
sal pattern partly obliterated, as shown in Fig. 3. Paratype 
completely devoid of an abdomen. 

Female unknown. 

TAXONOMIC REMARKS. The new species differs dis- 
tinctly from other congeners by the presence of a character- 
istic hook-shaped outgrowth in the lower part of the con- 
vector. 


DISTRIBUTION. Only known from the type locality. 


Oedothorax sohra sp.n. 
Figs 4-6, 13-18. 


HOLOTYPE © (ZMMU), INDIA, Meghalaya, Sohra, plateau, 
1320 m a.s.l., 14-26.X11.2013, leg. K.P. Tomkovich. 

NAME. The specific name is a noun in apposition taken 
from the name of the type locality. 
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Figs 13-18. Details of male palpal structure of Oedothorax sohra sp.n., © holotype. 13—14 — right palp, retro- and ventro-prolateral 
views, respectively; 15 — palpal tibia, dorsal view; 16 — distal suprategular apophysis; 17—18 — embolic division, different aspects. 

Puc. 13-18. [eram crpoenus nmanbnbi camia Oedothorax sohra sp.n., ronorun ©. 13-14 — npapas nampa, perpo- u BeHTpo- 
uponaTepaJbHO, COOTBeTCTBeHHO; 15 — rosleHb TasIbibl, BH cBepxy; 16 — ucTabHbIii cympateryiapHbIli orpoctox; 17-18 — 


3MOOJIFOCHBI OTC, PasIM4HBIe acricKTHI. 


DESCRIPTION. Male (holotype). Total length 1.98. 
Carapace unmodified , 0.98 long, 0.75 wide, pale brown. 
Head part of carapace slightly protruded forward, bearing 
numerous, short, slightly curved spines, as shown in Figs 4— 
5. Chelicerae 0.38 long, unmodified, a mastidion absent. 
Legs pale brown to yellow. Leg I, 3.28 long (0.90 + 0.25 + 
0.85 + 0.78 + 0.50), IV, 3.37 long (0.93 + 0.25 + 0.88 + 0.83 
+ 0.48). Chaetotaxy: 2.2.1.1, spines 2—2.5x as long as diam- 
eter of corresponding leg segment. Each metatarsus with a 
trichobothrium. TmI 0.61. Palp (Figs 13—18): Patella shorter 


than tibia. Tibia dorsally with a long and slender process 
terminating in 2-3 denticles. Prolateral tibial outgrowth keel- 
shaped. Paracymbium relatively large, its distal part bearing 
strong, somewhat curved spines. Protegulum well-devel- 
oped. Distal suprategular apophysis short, spoon-shaped. 
Embolus very small, bent near middle. Convector large, 
complex, its distal apophysis very long, gradually tapering 
and curved distad. Lateral extention of convector short and 
wide. Abdomen 1.10 long, 0.70 wide, dorsal pattern as in 
Fig. 6. 
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Female unknown. 

TAXONOMIC REMARKS. Oedothorax sohra sp.n. 
seems to be especially similar to O. myanmar Tanasevitch, 
2017, the latter species described from Myanmar [Ta- 
nasevitch, 2017]. The new species is distinguished by the 
thinner dorsal tibial process, as well as by both the distal 
suprategular apophysis and the distal apophysis of the con- 
vector being longer. The shape of the distal suprategular 
apophysis resembles that of O. uncus Tanasevitch, 2015; the 
structure of the embolic division is similar to that of O. 
cunur Tanasevitch, 2015. From these two latter species, O. 
sohra sp.n. differs clearly by small, but distinct structural 
details of the palp. 

DISTRIBUTION. Only known from the type locality. 
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